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It is tho desire of the Presid.ent. the Secretary
of ~a:r. and the OoIlllllAtlding General t .A.J1j' that a solid
record of the experiences of the Army Air Forces be
compiled. This is one of e. series of studies prepared.
~s "first nal"rfl.t1ves" in the projected over-all history
of the AU.

The decision to make the informe.tion contained
herein ave..11able for steff and. o}lerational use wi tho'l1t
del~ has prevented recourse to some primary sources.
Readers familiar with this sUbject matter are invited.
to contribute additionAl fa.cts, interpretations, and
constructive suggestions. ~o this end perforated
sheets. properly addressed. may 'be found at the back
of the stu~.

This stu~ will be handlecl in strict compliance
with AR 390-5.
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Omtpter I

:BACKG:s.Ou~iD OF AIRPLAliIl lCORJJ.iIOS Tfu\IIU1;a

Bole of the Airplane Uechanic

In popular ima::;ination it is the oembers of the aircrews-par-

ticularly the Jlllote--who arc the heroes of a.erial warfare. Yet

evoryone familiar with tho reality of the situetio~-esPecielly~ilots

and their fellow ere",- r.leUlbers--reclizes hi s de-pendence u:!?OIl. the gle.:Ilor­

less airplane nechanic, the lO\'11y f'grer.se ool)key.1I As early as lTorld

~lar I Air Service officials Hore declarinG that uwithout efficient

mochanicz the pilots' wines would soon be clipped and ther~ would be
1

few, if an.,'V, shi1)s s.vdlable ~dth t·rhich the~~ could ta.~e the e.1r. n

And tvo dec~~des later 001. Rush B. Lincoln, chief of the Plans Section

of the Office o:f the Ohief of the Air Oorps, declared that llfill £a11-

ures in the air Cflll be directly or indirectly traced to fa.ilures on
:::

the ~ound.1I

In the early de¥s of the Air Service all technicians. whether they

were concerned. \'ith the maintenance of the airplane itself or not. were

kno\','n 0.13 airplene lllcchc.nics. But o.s the work th.ese technicians performed

became mora and more speciali2:ed. and its i~ortnnce gained wider recog...

1. Unsignod ste.teoent on n:trplnna r:=.cohe.nics training jj91811. in A.MJr
353.9. t:eohE~ies TraininG.

2. ~~e!llo for Chief of the Air Corps by Col. Rush :B. Lincoln, Chief,
Plans Sec•• 26 Apr. 19:57 t in .AAG 353.9 A, Trdningt General.

c r:,...... Q..J:::I.-
v'''---.....,..
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nition, th~ term llairple.ne mechanic ll csme to be applied only to rr:.en

who maintained airfra'1los, aircraft en,~ines, and accessories wihich were

an integral part of the ple:ne, such as propellers, hydraulic and elec-

trical syste::lS, oarburetors, and power plants. Such other technical

functions as arm.a..:wnt, photoeraphy, and radio op~ration and maintenance

were tausht in eeparate courses, usually in separate schools, and devel-

oped their ov;n characteristics of' training. It is with training in

the maintenance of airpl<illes Uld en~ines and the.Lr closely related

accessories that this study is conc~rned.

In the AAF the bulk of airpl;;,.ne LlC:.intenance is performed by en-

listed men workin~ under the direction of a noncommissioned oificer known

2,S a craVI ohief. For many yea.rs it 'Has c·.lstomary for the pilot, usually

a commissioned oif'icer, to sup~rvif.e the i'<ork done on his o,,;n plane:

work perf'or::led by the orew ohief' and [lis subordinates. Since 1941

responsibility for supervision of thls work has fallen on the shoulders
3

of a eround dutY' officer knmm as the squadron en.;inQerinC officer.

For n~~stratlve purposes the AAF has found it convenient to

divide nllntenance "Nork into f'our levels or echelons, althou::;h it has

been found impossible to define each echelon vrlth any preciseness.

FIrst echelon r.'.:il.intene.nce 1::1 that normally perforwed by the aircrew

itsel£-servicinC airoraft and aircraft equipment, prefl.i,3ht cond daily

inspectio:ls, and minor repair::;, adjustments, end replac~rrents. Second

echelon maintenance 1s that usually pertorned by the ground craw of

THIS PAGE Declassified lAW E012958
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operatirlS; un1.ts, air base SCl'.ladrons, and airvie..ys detachments. Kormally

•

it consists of the servicing of aircraft c.r,.d aircraft eq,uipment, the

perform&1ce of periodic prev~ntive inspections, and certain minor

repairs and adjustFlents. Third echelon maint6nance is performed by

specialized l1lechanic5 work~.nG, in continental United States, in the

base maintenance ahop or a sub-depot. It inc!udea ret:oval and replace-

ment of major unit assettblies and all minor repairs to aircraft struc­

tures and equip~ent. Fourth eohelon maintenanoe is performed by

highly specialized mechmics, organized in operatloncl. theaters by

air depot groups and in continental United States by air d&pots. It

involves all operations necessary to restore completely worn or damaged

aircraft to a condition of tactical s~rviceability, as well as a

periodic major overhaul of en,2ine, unit assemblies, accessories, md
4

auxiliary equip:nent.

The latter two tYJ)es of Yi'Ork are relatively difficult to pt:!ri"orrr.. and

require highly trained ~erso~~el. During the first part of the period

of rapid tV,]' ex,r:ansion it .;as the policy of the Air Service CO:r.I:k'illd,

to whom third wd fourth echelons or work usually \{ere charged, to

engage oivilimls to perform thezn. teter, es loSe units moved into oo:n.bat

areas overse~s, inoreasingly 1~r3e numbers of uulitary personnel were

employed. Thoroush traininc of this type of personnel, either ill ad-

vanoed oourses at J_~ technical schools or at factories, became
5

necessary•

4. Technical Order 1;0. 00-25-4, 16 Feb. 1944.
5. eG, l.FT'l'G to I.FRIT, 26 Ju.l.:~ 1942, in AAG 353.9 Gl, Uiscellaneous

Tr..inin.s.
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lIechanics Traininv, before J:2J.2.

\yt.en the United State8 enterea. ~:orld ::"ar I the Lrr~- possessed but

an infL~jtes~~ fraction of the mechanics it required to keep its air

arm aloft. It needed rIot only grea.t nwnbers of men but a ereat variety

of them-ttairplune .r..echanicie.ns" II as they '?lere called at the time;

blacksmiths, cabinetmakers, carpenters, coppersml'\..hs, elcctrioisns,

fabric workers, sail me.kers" irJstrUhsnt repairmen, metal workers,

It.:notor mechanicians" II IJlI3.chinists, propeller nakers, vulcanizers, and
6

welders.

To train suoh r.l.en the Air Service used technical schools of its

own which it esta.blished almost overnight: schools in factories 0ger-

ated in cooperation vdth aircraft manufacturers; schools overseas con-

ducted by the British and Freuch gove~~ents; and courses in civili~n

technical schools, colle~es, and tmiver::;ities. In addition, :nen were

taught f1on-the-jobtf: i'orM.~llY', in clt-sscs conduated at their air bases;

inior~, as they perror~ed their duties on the lines.

l~umerically tt.e 'bulk of airplane mechanlcs was trained at two Air

Service mechanics schoo~one established in a earner of G~p Kelly,

San Antonio, Tex.; the other in rented buildings in St. P:.l.ul, llinn.

Smaller schools oirerin: similar traininG were operated at Selirid8e

Field, 1:ount Oler:lens, !~ich.; Hazelhurst Field, Uineola, U. Yo; Gr.'J.nute

Field, Rantoul, Ill.; Scott Field, Eelleville, Ill.; and ',iilbur ~';rieht

6. Undated end unsisned aCcoWlt of ~:orlci ::ar I mechanics training in
!AG 353.9, J:echanics Trr.d.nin~; memo i'or llaj. Z. H. Litchfield by
A. J. H., Enlisted l.:eche>nics Sec., 11 Feb. 1913, in JJ..G 353.9,
Znzin3ering. _:--, __ .'

:-~Uarrf{f~i£rr~
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•

Field, :;'uirfiElId, Chio. :. larg-e school ..as proj~cted for nlch=,O~1d, Va..,

7
but never eot into operation.

l'ne :.ir Gel""lice I:ade use of other types of tr:,iniH,:: !-\s wo11.

Civilia~ t~chnic~1 schools eav6 tr~inia~ unJer concract in all the
e

spe~if1ties t~uLht by the Air Servlce'3 O~~ Dechnr~c3 schools. Uni-

versities weru rOQ~d p3rtlcu1~r1y u~eru1 for trainin~ oflicers in aero­

nautical ~n:ineerin3.9 To avoid ov~rcrc~:dinc at technic,~ schools,

condderable ntL-mers of Clen v~ho h~d r"ld experionce in ,::.ech;L'lical trades

in civili:J.!.i .Life ."ere sent O'lerceas to squa.drons of the Fre:lch ~.nd

British arr.iez.
10

It is noteworthy th~t cvor~~ one of these :rl!2>thods of traiainc,

~dth the exception of trainin~ by the nir Gc~:lces of the ~llies,

vms u:;a:d by the :...:.J,7 dl.1rinc ~ 'orld ~::Lr I. ~.,,';J~ the hcusil'le of stud~ntD

in civilia.n hotel;:;, the acceleratio.1 of tr:\ining &hrOUDn sf·eci:!J.iz'J.tion

7. "~he .'.ir Corps l'cchnic:J. Sc.h:'tolsll in~ G01"'pS~ Letter, 1 _~.ug.

1939; P.&R, ~<:~j. H. H. Arnold to r];1_pt. P. L. 7errcn, 21 Au!!. 1917,
in IJ..G 370.5, Poat F:1.e1d; .1C:J.O for r.:.::.j. ::. H. Litchfi131d by :~. J. H.,
:rui~tGd !~lch~nicz Jec., 11 Feb. 1918, L~ :~~~ 353.9, En~in~erinc;

I.C.r Der-rlr[:,::,etlt, Office of tho tir~ctor of :.i1;' 3erdce: SuI;; !, 191~

to June 10, 1919, in :\; 'j' L~.brllrj"~ P'mt'l.con; j11-:lstoric:i1 Sketch of
tho TJ• .3. :.rrT.l ~Gch~ics School, St. Paul, l~in."l., 191~,11 lJreFared bJ~

the Hiotoric:t1 Di~lislo:l ('.i'cchnieal Irrci.-"lin~), :.FIAC~ IS Cat. 1943,
in l.FIHI f'ilec.

s. ~~e~:.o for ~r~j. ':. H. Litcilfidd b;r :.• J. H., I:..'11J.sted !.{ech~llics :;ec.,
11 Feb. 1918, in :~~G 353.9, Z~~incoring.

9. Coe !'.icccllc...'l~?-..lS itC"1.6 in :_~a 353.9 ::':.gineerine.
10. 1.:(;;"00 for G'lief of Jtaf£ by BriC. ~n. JOr5oph -:. !,ohn, Chief, "ar

Co11o[.o Div., 2 July 1917; fuj. H. H. :..rnold to ·.djut~t Gcnerp~':;;

Office, 29 .l.UC. 1917; Eri>3. G~n. G€or~e O. S~uler, C'1ief Si;rn:->l
Officer" to 2xce1sior Propd.1.cr I~O., 19 Sap. 11;'17; :.• :•• ~,~or'3~,

Vice-Frezlde ~t, Curtis~ :.lJropl,:me c..nd !:otor j,jrp., to ':::01. ::. D•
\~ld~~, u. 3. Ji~n~l Corps., 19 3cp. 1917; teleer'L~, 2~uier Fer
Dade to CO's, ~clfrid:e, :~ott ani Chunute Fle1d~, 10 J~~. 1918,
0.11 in ':':.'J 353.9, =~£:inoerin~.

R~
ti""')~~';"'""""']:~'I ~ -( i;<,Ji""'>-_-l~T~ __ ~I~_

< \ ~ t1kf1ji ili.~ ~
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on particular types of aircraft, anJ the emphasis of the lIpractioal ll

over !Itheoretical ll in conducting instruction, wblch were to be ~uch

notable features durinB the period oi' ~;orld 1;ar II, were made use of
11

during the 1917-1918 ~riod.

The sieaing of the ;~Distice brou~ht a quick clo~ing d~Nn of all

technical school~. It brou~ht, too, e tremendous exodus of trained

mechanics from the enlisted ranks. In September 1920 1:1. study nade by

the Lir Ser-vice reco:rQ~nded th;:.t four schools on the pattern of the

St. Paul school be established in various sectlons of the country to
12

provide 2. continui.n,:; source of z:::.echanics. No action was ever taken

on this proposal, hO~\"ever, and training w~s continued at r:elly Field

in an "E..11listed !~echanics Trainine Department. a Shortly aftervi3rds,

to r.m.rk its reCOGnition as an lntegral rmd .gerl:lanent part of the Air
13

Service~ it vms renE<.Ced the "Air Service ~echa!'lic5 School."

Durine \,Tanuary 1921 the school \'IllS moved into improvised build-

in~s a.t Ch~nute Field. A year later it was rena..'nsd the !lAir Corps
14

Technical School. tf During this period the school was conducted on

a s:l4a1l scale and in an ini'orncl fashion. Classes bec;an at any tim

a group of students 'Vms detailed to a.ttend them.. 'rna len5th of the

course wes set at a ~lum of six months; students vmre advsnced as

rapidly 8S possible and eraduated before the end of that period if they

li. "Historical Sketch of the U. S. J.rmy 1!echanics School, St. Pe.ul,
!fum., 1918," 3, 12, 13, 14.

12. UnsiEl1ed payer on uReconnner.ded policy to be followed by the .Air
Service to secure an enlisted mechanica! persormel, II 24 Sap. 1920,
in AAG 221 B, !~echanics.

13. liThe Air Corps Technical Schools tl in Air Corps I:ews Letter, 1 .Aug.
1939.

14. Ibid.

-~--:p~r-.~-W"f::r~~~~
....r\ \'~~ L 1l...1JL~ "li-"P~WI
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1,
were pble to complete the \':ork sati::>£actorily.

The facilities at Chanute V1~re li.r:dted, and durirlf the years the

Air Corps 'I';as on a starvation peacetbe buieet no effort was r-:s.de to

expand them. The school obtained its students from tir Corps fields

req,uestinc trainine for tl:eir enlisted wen and from arlonB recruits

furnished by the Army Recruitin['; Service. ~1ost of the latter cants

from the vicinity of Chanute. By 1930 the 1.rmy was ttoverstreneth, tt

16
ar..d only veterans sent by air fields were acltnitted to the school.

Ooncomitant \'lith the recognitiofl of t1le potential ifilportance or

air warfare that led to the creation of the GHQ !,ir Force in 1935,

a. plethtjra of plans was dra'l'/O up for increase:l traininz of mechanics.

One such plan, 'written in 1936, estLn<1.ted that the Air Corps would

gain about 5,200 new enlistees worth7 01 technio~l training eaoh yea,r;

approximately one-r~lf of them, it proposed, should be aiven training

at ChCl!mte, the other half in tactical units. To acoomplish this
17

Chanuterg capacity oU,2ht to be inoreased to 1,700 students by 191:-1.

7

•

"TIile the Air Corps w&s expandi11~ during these years, the eoonomie

situation gre'li steadily brighter. The result ltaS that by 1937 the

Air Corps was losing its treined enlisted mech~..nics to the booming

commercid aviation industry at an alarmin3 rate. In l.pril 1937

Col. Rush B. Lincoln, chief of the Plens Section, estimated that the

15. Chief, ,Air Sl'.lrvice to CG, 3d Oorps :\rea, 31 l.ug. 1921, 5.n MG
353.9 D, Tre.inihg, l!isce11aneous.

16. liaj. C-en. J. E. Fechet, CiAO, to D8.vld Hopkins, ~J:. C., 12 Dec.
1930, in MG 221 C, ~eohenics •

17. l!.ereo for llaj. Gen. Oscer ::estoltar by Col. H. H. C. Richards, Chief,
Infor.::o.ation Div., 19 Oct. 1936, in l.AG 221 C, ~ecbanics; memo for
Ac/s, G-3 by L"aj. Gen. O. ·,:estover, ,31 Dec. J.936, in A!1.G 353.9 A,
TrUninS, General.
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Air Corps sorely n':.eded 2,753 new ground crew technicians a year. The

facilities at Ch:mute were ltantiquated and inadequate.!t A proposal was

made that the teohnical school be moved to a ue.; and large ba.se at
1$

Denver j Colo. Ult1ma.tely, early in 1938, only the armament, photog-

raphy, a~d clerical departments of the school were moved to Denver.

This transfer allowed. greater room £01' the airplane and engine m.echan-

ics courses remaining at Chanute.

18. liemo for C/l.C by C01. Rush B. Lincoln, Chief, Plans Sec., 26 Apr.
1937, in t~AG 353.9 A, Training, GAneral.
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Chapter II

AIRPIllJ:: :r;;:;OHANICS TitAn.IlIG P.l.'lOGRA1.:.s, 1939-1944

As the aotivities of the Fasoist powers grew more menacine in

1938, the Air Corps began to tmte stock of its resouroos to determine

its ability to meet any threat to the national intArest. :;hat it cds-

covered was disturbing. As of 1 July 1933 the Air Corps was author­

ized to have a str~ngth of 25,000 officers and enlisted men to operate

2,.'320 projected aircrai't. lIaj. Gen. Oscar \Jestover, Ohief of the Air

Corps, estimated that of the enlisted personnel, 16,250 o"r.ht to be

trained tecbniciansj at the r:l.Or:lent the Air Corps actually had only

abol....t 3,000 trained technicians. A disturbing feature wa.s the high

turnover in personnel. O'"ar the P8st eight years J 15.6 per cent of

the enlisted personrle1 hed been lost to the service through failure to

re-enlist or throu3h discharge by purchase; three-qu~rters of this

nu.lJber were skilled men, lured away by the high i'm.ees and greater
~

opportunities avaihble in the expanding commercial aviation industry.

To I:eet this situation, the Air Corps officials drew up, during the

first days of 1939, a proera~ designed to add 25,000 more enlisted men

to the Air Corps by 30 c!une 1940. Of these, approximately 65 per cent

or 16,250 were to receive tra:ininE as technicians. S1i3htly more than

1. r:emo for CIAC by Col. Rush B. Lincoln, Chief, Plans Sec., 26 A.pr.
1937; memo for Asst. Sec. of \!U' by l.:aj. Gen. Oscar ~.estover, C/AO,
6 hug. 1938, in ;'.AG 353.9 P., Trairdnc, General.

"'AOe., l:.il.-'" ~

....~~9~"af ' -'. ­
tlMt'·i_~_':t~-- ~

THIS PAGE Declassified lAW E012958



This Page Declassified lAW E012958

10

•

one-half, or about 8,750, were to be trainei as airplane mechanics,
2

tireraft sheot met.u work.ars, welders, and machinists.

:;Lile the progr:!.~ was in the discussion stag3, a number of' pos sible

ways in which the tr':1inin~ of these Clen r:rl.3ht be conducted were discussed.

The :r.ost logical fir.:;t choice was thro:l2h Air Corps tech.'1ical schools-

at Cho.Dute Fielu and. at Scott Field, Ill., Ylhich hed been an Air Corps

establishment since '.;orld \iar I. Both of these fields, however, uere

inadeql.l3te for the huze pr0:3ra.il conte:n..latecl.. A second possibility

was trai..nin.:: at troop schools in the units. A third. was the use of

privately oi"mad mechanics schools. Still an.other WNl the use of eovern­
3-

i!!ent-operated ~l'pNntice sohools.

;:hen the plan 'ias pl;.ced in operation dl.l.rine the summer of 1939,

all these possibilities -w7i.th the excoFtion of the lest were rr,ade use

of. L::tre;e builuing and modernization prollraln.s were carried out at

Ch:mute and Scott so that 7,750 students mi,:,ht be accornmo:1ated in
4

the course of the year; the f~cilities of seven civilian mecp~nics

5
schools were en~aged. to trf.in 1,0:)0 men; end incre1}.e.iI'l3 use wa.s made

of llo11-the-job lJ training in the tactical units.

In actual practice, under this program recruits waro sent to one

of six fields which had basic tr~ining centers. During their first

month these men were eiven basic military trD.inine:, innoeulatlons, and

tests to determine their capacity for tecrarice.l trainin3_ Those found

2. JlTraininC of Aircraft 'Xechniciano, tt inclosure with xero for Lt. Gal.
Russell L. llaxvrell, Office of ~sst. 3ec. of :.0::.1', by CiAO, 20 Jan•
1939, in JAG 353.9 A, 'i'ralnin.z, C-enera1.

3. Sec. of ,jar to olt.c, II} Jan. 1938, in J.AG .353.9 A, Training, General.
4. Hifltory oi' Ch:-nute Field, 1 Jan. 1939 to 7 Dec. 1941, I, 33 if;

Hist.ory of Scott Field, 1 Jan. 1939 to 7 Dec. 19L.l, I, 16 fro
5. Ge\; York ~, 6 Au::;. 1939.

~ I , t~-:-:'~
-----, I, ,

~~_i~~i~-t.1 ~ ;-'C"f.,:;i~
- -, "__ Y ~ __J I 't p ~v· • ~I_~~JJ
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qualified for trainine as airplane mechanics were sent to .3cott Field

for a one-month course in basic technical training; thereafter to

11

;..

•

Chanute or to one of the civilian mechmics schools tor a co~roSc in air-

plane and ene-ine mechanics or to Chmute for a course in one of a dozen

aircraft. specialties. Recruits not found qualified for technical trBin-

ing were sent to tactical units to serve as helpers. Many who showed

particular aptitUde on the job were sent later to technical schools
6

for formal trainin,:.

ThouCh this expanslon program appeared ambitious at the time it

was begun" it was succeeded by t-vlO even greater training programs during

the followir'lg two and a half years. The first, the so-called 136,000-

Han Frogram, adopted in Septo~ber 1940 as a result of the overrunning

of :.oS;ern Europe 1\nd the threatened invasion of Gree,t Britain by Ger-

I!W.ny, calle:l for the Lncreaso of the enlisted strength of the Air Corps

to 136,Z>..1 oen. Under this program 25,34e airpln."le meohanics were to
7

be trained by 1 Jan1lary 1942. But lone before this e;oal was reached,

the inoreasing threat to American security offered by Cermany, Je.pan,

and Italy during 1940 and the rema.rkable demonstration of air power in

the European conflict M!1vinced the United states Army Air Corps that

it must raise its plane production and also its training of mechanics.

On 3 November 1941 the Air Corps began trainin2 snlisted men at a rate

desiGned to produce 100,000 technicians a year. or these, 6,., per cent,
8

or 65,500, were to be trained in airplane ~echanics subjects•

6. 1st ind., CiAO to AG, 25 Jan. 1939, in AAG 353.9 A, Training, General.
7. R&R, J. ~. F., Chief, Trainin3 and OperZltions Div. to [?], 19 July

1940, in AAG 353.9 c" Traininc:, l!~ehanics.
8. R&R, Trainin3 Div. to Chief, AAF, 1 Dec. 1941, in AAG 353.9 02, Train­

ine, General.
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During ..his period, in spite of its enormously increased demands

for enlisted oen, the Air Oorps made no use of the ereat nu.r!1bers of men

drafted into the Army after the start of the operation of selective

service in the ~utu.~ of 1940. This policy ..;as adopted in the face of an

order of the Secretary of al.r that no restrictions should be placed

against m~n inducted through selective servioe in assigrunent to special
9

service schools. The attitude of the Air Corps r~s that selective serv-

ice trainees were scheduled to rerlain in the Army only a year. It would

be of no benefit to the Air Oorps to {;ive these oen extena.ed technical
10

training, only to have the::n return to civilian life soon afterwards.

To meet the inoreased production requirements, drastic changes

were made at the airplQle LWoh~cs schools. The "basic mechanics ft

course a.t Scott Field v:as discontinued in September 1940. Recruits

earmarked for airplme Iliechnnics courses ~iere sent directly to the Air

Corps or civilian schools where the mat~ria1 forillerl...v given thef.l. at

Scott ym3 presented in a brief phase addea to the start of the course.

The facilities of seven additional civilian ~cchanics schools were

obtained in Cctober 1940 and one more in January 1941_ Two huge l.lr

Corps schools to teaoh airplane mechanics were opened at Keesler Field,

riss. and Sheppard Field, Tex. in Septell'lber ;;Ind October 1941, respec-

tively.

!.n important iYJllOvation of this perioi was the establish.-nent in

9. Sec. of ',:ar to 6hiefs of I'll Arms rmd Services, 16 Oct. 19l~O, in
t.AG 220.66, 1',.1, Detail of btud,~nts to F....ctory Tra.iTJ.inE, 1liscellaneous.

10. 2d ind., O/:...C to CG, ACl'l'C, 15 Sep. 1941, 5th ind., CiAO to OG, AO'l'TO,
27 Oct. 1941, in -Lbid.
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January 1941 of a course in maintenance engineerine for man destined, as

commissioned officers, to supervise the work of enlisted n:.ech2nics.

Originally aliminees from the flyinG c&.detts course were accepted for

this trainine; subsequently pro'llising enlisted men and oen from. aivi1-

ian life with en~lneering trainins and technical experience were ad-

mitted. At first the course was civen in two phases-a theoretical

phase, given at 1!e\J York University and Purdue University; and a more

practical phase at Chanute FIeld. BecirLning in June the entire course,
II

somewhat shortened in leneth, was ~iven at Chanute.

:;ith the entrance of the United sta.tes into the war on 7 Deceober

1941, trainine of ldr Oorps technicians -v;as stepped up to whe.t pr~vious-

ly would ha.ve beon oonsidered inpossib1e heichts. The first step,

taken \.ithin ll. fev: days of F'eo.r1 HarborJ \1e.S the triplin,a of produc-

tion eoals. Training facilities wa)"e to be exparded so that by January
12

1943 technicinns would be turned out at the rate of 300,000 a year.

This meG;.fit 185,000 to be trair..ed in airphne r::.echw.ies cate[';orie~.

Supplemental directives issued by Headquart.ers, f.J,F in !!o.;r snd June 1942

made so neny additional facilities available to the Technical Trainine

Co:rraand--vmich bore primary responsibility for the atta~~ent of the

objeotives--that the Director of Indivi~u~1 TrairL1n£ est~ated produc­
13

tion would far exceed the 185,000 Boal by the end of the year. Eazaly

11. History, Chanute FiElld, 1 Jan. 1939 to 7 Dec. 1941, 62-64; Chanute
Field, 7 Dec. 1941 to 1 Jen. 194.3, 315, 316.

12. Col. 1:i11iam U. Diok, AAG, to O/AO, 11 Jcn. 1942, in hAG 35.3.9 C2,
Tr2inins, General.

1.3. Col. L. S. S:nth, AFRlT, to CG, ,AFTTC, g AUG. 1942, in .\AG 353.9 D2,
Training, General.

~~-... -~~~ :.:~r :.- -~~~:r~' -, c w~~~' .....~
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